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""Sounding Silence™: A Narrative Study of a Hearing

Impaired Track and Field Athlete

Chuan-Ni Chen®, Nyit-Chin Keh*

!Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Purpose: This study used narrative approach to explore and present the narrative
discourse of a hearing-impaired track and field athlete, tracing back to his career experience at
different stage. Methods: In-depth interviews were used as the main data collection method,
supplemented by informal interviews and related documents. After 3 months’ data collection,
peer and participant checks were used to explain the research process and the researchers’
position. The triangulation cross validation method was used to establish the credibility of the
study. Results: The career development of hearing impaired track and field athlete could be
divided into: 1. The story of crackers: the family accidently found that the ears of the
participant were abnormal; 2. The beneficiaries of the inclusive education: studied in regular
class and the enjoyed learning with peers; 3. Open the door to serve others: to overcome
inherent limitations, acquired courage to face different environments and interact with others,
and self challenge; 4. The joy of moving: the love of sports and attempt to involve in different
sports, and 5. The reflection of researcher. Conclusion: 1. The family did not give up hope for
the congenital hearing-impaired, 2. He was given the opportunity to study with regular
students because of the inclusive education system. 3. Able to overcome inherent limitations
and to express "Those who are mentally and physically disable are not incapacitated persons.”
4. The introduction of teachers and parents support, and his track and field training
background and personal interests, Base on research findings, recommendations to

hearing-impaired students, their work, relevant agencies, and future studies are suggested.

Key words: Hearing impairments, in-depth interview, triangulation, career development,
inclusive education
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